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Members and Friends of Abiding Presence: 
 
 I recently heard this joke about a police-
man who had parked his van in front of the 
station.  As he was unloading his gear his 
K-9 partner [Jake] was barking up a storm 
in the back of the van.  A little boy walked 
by and asked him if he had a dog in there.  
The policeman said he did and then the 
bewildered boy asked: ñWhat did he do?ò. 
 

 The reality of faith for us is that we are not saved by what ówe doô but by 
what God has done for us in Jesus Christ on the cross.  If our salvation was 
based on what we do, we would all be in prison for a very long time.  Isnôt it 
good to know that we are saved by Godôs grace and not by our earning it?  
You bet your life it is!  
 
 However, once we know we have received such a great gift our lives should 
reflect that gift in our thoughts, actions and words.  We as members of the 
Body of Christ are to live out that faith in responsible and loving ways.  So, in 
a way, what we do does make a difference as people see in us what Christ 
has done.  Luther called each of us a ñLittle Christò. 
 
 The way a congregation lives out its faith in the present is called NORMS.  I 
am grateful to all of you who participated in the information gathering groups 
around Abiding Presenceôs .  Your Intentional Interim Task Force will be col-
lating this information over the summer and a summary will be shared with 
the Church Board and all members.  The next step will be to discern all of the 
information that we have in order that a future Call Committee will be able to 
work effectively at its task.  
 
 Well, we still have 2 months of summer left and I pray that all of you are 
finding time and ways to be refreshed and renewed.  
 
 May God continue to bless us on our journey together. 
 
 Pastor Jim 


